
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/586,884 



06/05/2000 



Yuji Konno 



5514 7590 09/06/2006 

fitzpatrick cella harper & SCINTO 

30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA 
NEW YORK, NY 10112 



35.G2598 



8244 



EXAMINER 



THOMPSON, JAMES A 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2625 

DATE MAILED: 09/06/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Application No. 



Applicant(s) 



09/586,884 



KONNO ET AL 



Response to Rule 312 Communication 



Examiner 



Art Unit 



James A. Thompson 



2625 



-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



1. ^ The amendment filed on 23 August 2006 under 37 CFR 1.312 has been considered, and has been: 

a) S3 entered. 

b) □ entered as directed to matters of form not affecting the scope of the invention. 

c) □ disapproved because the amendment was filed after the payment of the issue fee. 

Any amendment filed after the date the issue fee is paid must be accompanied by a petition under 37 CFR 1.313(c)(1) 
and the required fee to withdraw the application from issue. 

d) □ disapproved. See explanation below. 

e) □ entered in part. See explanation below. 

see attached 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant has proposed amendments to claim 48, line 6; 
claim 60, line 6; and claim 64, line 6 to recite "dot pattern 
tables" rather than "dot patterns". The proposed amendments are 
entered for the following reasons: 

• It is reasonable for dot pattern tables to have a plurality 
of different dot patterns, as recited in the proposed 
amendments. However, it would not be logical for dot 
patterns to have a plurality of different dot patterns, as 
recited before the proposed amendments. So clearly the 
amendments correct an obvious error. 

• The language of the proposed amendments mirrors language of 
unamended claim 52 (lines 4-5), unamended claim 56 (lines 
5-6), and unamended claim 68 (lines 7-8) . Thus, the 
subject mattter that was intended to be claimed clearly 
corresponds to the proposed amendments and the proposed 
amendments simply correct an obvious error. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to James A. 
Thompson whose telephone number is 571-272-7441. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 8 : 30AM-5 : 00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David K. Moore can be 
reached on 571-272-7437. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Art Unit: 2625 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 

(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or 
access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 

(IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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